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Project launched 2007, MWI 501(c)(3) established 2012

Our mission is to educate Minnesotans on our native plants, raise awareness on threats like invasive species, and inspire 
people to explore our great state, appreciate its natural heritage, and become involved in preserving it.

Highlights from the 2023 field season

Field Activity Summary

• 10,000 miles traveled

• 5,500 images shot

• Surveyed locations in 20 
Minnesota counties

Genera completed

• Eupatorium

• Oenothera

• Sagittaria

• Sparganium

• Typha

• Native Ribes

2023 Website Statistics

Species added: 29

Species updated: 60

New maps: 280

Total species: 1805

Website visitors:
1.3+ million
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Other Services & Public Outreach
Our images continue to be in high demand. Requestors include:

Arkansas Native Plant Society, Blue Ridge PRISM (CWMA, Virginia), Chesapeake & Ohio Canal National Historical Park 
(Maryland), City of Lakeville, Connecticut Audubon Society, International Seed Morphology Association (Canada), Iowa 
Native Plant Society, Kawartha Lakes Stewards Association (Canada), Leibniz University (Germany), Lincoln Land 
Conservation Trust (Massachusetts), Matthai Botanical Gardens (Michigan), Metro Blooms, Minnesota DNR, Minnesota 
Landscape Arboretum, National Park Service, Orchid Society of Minnesota, Pine County Master Gardeners, Ramboll, 
Rutgers University, Sept-Îles Environmental Protection Corporation (Canada), St Cloud State University, SUNY Oneonta, 
The Blatter Herbarium (India), The Nature Conservancy, UnionAlimentari-Confapi (Italy), University of Wisconsin Press, 
University of Wisconsin Stevens Point, US Forest Service, Visual Researchers' Society of Canada, Walker Art Center, 
Washington State University, Wild Seed Project, Wisconsin DNR, Yale School of the Environment

We freely donate images to any educational or other not-for-profit project. We have tens of thousands of plant images that are
not online so tell us what you need and we’ll try to help.

A Note From the President

Since we broke the 1800 species mark on the website I almost feel like we are entering the home stretch, but there is still 
plenty to do. Aquatics will be a high priority for the 2024 field season, as well as the 40 grass species yet to cover.

Katy Chayka
Creator of Minnesota Wildflowers, 
President and Board Chair
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2023 Board of Directors
Katy Chayka, President                Marilyn Jones, Secretary
Victoria Ranua, Treasurer       John Thayer, Board Member

First I want to give a big Thank You to those who helped 
move the project along this year. John Thayer provided 
beautiful photos of  Eupatorium sessilifolium, which we’ve 
been after for a number of years. Thanks also to Otto 
Gockman and Rhett Johnson for pointing me to Carex 
hookerana, which may never have happened without their 
help. And many thanks to Jaxon Lane for help with Rubus.

Thus, the 2023 field season turned out to be pretty 
productive. I got complete image sets for nearly half of the 3
dozen Rubus species known to be in Minnesota and solid 
locations for a few more. The first Rubus pages went online 
in December.

iNaturalist, the massive database recording observations of 
biodiversity on Planet Earth, has been more helpful than I 
expected. It pointed me to locations for a number of species, 

but also led to some surprises. One report of a rare Sagittaria
in a Twin Cities natural area got my attention and I felt 
compelled to investigate. While the Sagittaria was a mis-ID,
a survey of the other aquatics in that area revealed a new 
location for Lychnothamnus barbatus, a recent discovery in 
North America that the DNR is tracking. This is a native 
macro-algae species related to Chara, commonly known as 
stoneworts; there are about a dozen species known to be in 
Minnesota and I hope to have them added to our aquatics 
catalog in the next few years. They are not a well-understood
group, however, so info about them is sketchy and 
knowledge of their distribution and abundance in Minnesota 
is incomplete, to say the least.

Maybe we can help change that. Raising awareness is part of
our mission, after all.



2023 Financial Summary
Total income for fiscal year 2023: $29,063

2023 Donors (* repeat donor – a very special thanks to you!)

$1000+: Andrew R. Kopacek, Hollis Marriott*

$200+

Peggy & Christopher Carlson, Gail Hanson*, Lolita Keck*, Louise Liao*, Katherine Meehan*, Steven 
Miles*, Jon Nicholson*, John Wheeler*, Michael Wolesky*, Natural Resources Restoration Inc*, and 1 
anonymous donor

$100+

John Arthur*, Terry Baker*, Holly Bayer, Angela Begosh*, Gabriel Bertilson*, Susan Betzler*, Merrily L Brandt*, Gerald 
Bridge*, Mary Florence Brink*, Brett Clementz, Timothy Counts*, Jim Cramton*, David Diez, EcoLab, Anthony Ernst*, 
Carlene Ewalt*, Deborah Gens*, John Goodge & Vicki Hansen*, Constance Grundhofer, Glenn Heins*, Diane Hilscher*, 
Kathleen Johnson*, Timothy Johnson*, Mary Kemen, Lane Kirby, Charles Kjos*, Kristen Koeppen, Michael LaBarbera*, 
Michael Larsen*, Bianca Lee, Nina Manzi*, Lisa R McIntire, Hugh McTavish, Paul Mielke*, Janet Nelson*, Sandra 
Nussbaum*, Marcie O'Connor*, Joseph Ofstedal*, Erik Olsen*, Thomas Oots*, Patrick Peters*, The Phinney/Schultz 
Charitable Gift Fund, Ann Pineles, Mary Robbins*, Thomas Rosburg*, Jacob Simones*, Lori Skulski*, Janice A Sommer*, 
Kerith St. Louis*, Barbara Thoman*, Mark Wheeler*, Patrick Wintheiser*, John Zakelj*

$50+

Cindy Angerhofer*, Harlan Baxter*, Briana Beck*, Roger Becker*, Samuel Berger*, Simba Blood*, Mary G Brown*, 
Sharon Burt*, Helen Bystrom*, Susan Christensen*, Gail DeBoer*, Richard Devine*, Sandra Dewitz*, Kristin Driessen*, 
Leanna M. Forcier*, Laurie Forsberg*, Cole Foster, Maureen Graber*, Briana Gross*, Dawn Hall*, Kevin Halling*, Mary 
Hammill*, Brandon Hankey*, Brauna Hartzell*, George Host*, Thomas Jacobs*, Kathleen Jones*, Ann Journey*, Andrew 
Kleinendorst*, Elizabeth Knowles*, John Kramer*, Cynthia Lane*, John Lang*, Renay Leone*, Christopher Long*, Peter 
Maiser*, David Manning, Howard D. Markus, Cathleen Marquardt*, Scott McGerik*, Jean Oberle*, Ruth V Olson*, Sharon 
Parker*, Dennis Pederson*, Constance Pepin*, Elizabeth Perkins*, Willaim P Pilacinski*, Nickolai Plattes*, Kara Quirke, 
Jean Ranweiler*, Marian Rengel*, Phyllis Root*, Ann Rukavina Fleming*, Ren‚ Schaer, Kirk Scholz, Miriam Segall*, Mark 
Sheehan*, Sylvie Stanback*, Jen Stattelman*, Christine Steffl*, Timothy Walker*, Robert Wernerehl*, Jennifer Whipple*, 
Natalie White*, Laurie Yahr*, and 2 anonymous donors
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2023 Donors (continued)

$25+

Donna Aafedt, Elizabeth Adamowicz, Pam Albin*, Kelly Allard, Liz Anderson*, Mary Anderson, Melinda Anderson*, Carol 
Andrews*, Rochelle Arens*, Dan Barron*, David Barsness, Sage Bartow, Mark Basiletti*, Elizabeth Beck*, Laura 
Benhardus, Scott Berg, Michael Berst, Michael Biermaier*, Dave Bishop, James Bjork*, Bleeding Heartland LLC, Joanne 
Boettcher, Regina Bonsignore*, Nancy Braker*, Robert Brin*, Mitchell Brinks*, Sara Brokaw*, Elizabeth Brophey, Reyna 
Burke, Holly Buss*, Suzanne Candell*, J Capecchi-Nguyen, Andrew Castellano, Laura Cervin*, Tammi W Cheever, Steve 
Chesney*, Craig Christenson, Karen Christy*, Catherine Clayton*, Linda Clipson, Jeffrey Coleman, Jim Coleman*, Lora P 
Conrad*, Robert Costanza*, Bramleigh Cottage*, Jacqueline Courteau, Alicia Cozine*, Dave Crawford*, Diana Cumming*, 
Judi Dahlseng*, Robert Data*, Deborah Davis Hudak*, Mary Deller*, Esther Derby, Jim Dexheimer*, Kathy Doyle, 
ddebrauske's Store, Sarah Dungan, Joel Dunnette*, Sherry Dzamba*, Karen Eckman*, Bruce and Marlene Ehresman*, 
Stephanie Elko, John Ellinger*, Paul Erdmann*, Pamela Erler*, Donald Evans*, Eli Faber, Nancy Falkum*, Lindsey Fenner, 
Shelby A Flint*, Lora Friedemann, Steven Gahm*, Bruce Galer*, Laura Gardner*, Miriam Gieske, Katy Gillispie*, Kathleen 
Gipp*, Thomas Glide*, Mary Goehle*, Debra Goeks*, Anthony Gola, Roger Granberg, Douglas Grann*, Frank Grenzow*, 
Michael Grupa*, Jodi Halbert*, Brandon Hanko, James Harrington, Richard Harrison*, Sharlene Harvester, Sabrina Harvey*,
Kathryn Hatlestad*, Adam Heckathorn, Mary J Hedstrom*, Lauryn Heineman, Carolyn Heistad, Carol Hepokoski*, Gary D 
Hipple*, Vicki Hoffman*, Stan Hokanson*, Bruce Hope*, Zenas Hutcheson, Grace Jablonski*, Naomi Jackson*, Brother 
Paul August Jasmer*, LeAnne Jergensen*, Barry Johnson, Brian Johnson*, Deane Johnson*, Jeffrey L. Johnson, Jessica 
Johnson*, Karin Jokela, Steffi Jonas, Christopher Julin*, Stacie Kageyama*, Karel Kalthoff, Susan Kinnee*, Robert 
Klenzman*, Julie Kmoch, Peter Koenig*, Lorna Koestner, Margaret Krichbaum*, David Kuhnau*, Diana Kuklinski*, 
Asenath La Rue, Allison Land, Christopher Lea*, Brian Lee*, Marla Lind*, Steve Lindaas*, Catherine Lindsey*, Donna 
Long*, Elger Lorenzsonn, James Luedtke, Cynthia Malinowski*, Norma Malinowski*, David Marks*, Teresa Marrone*, 
Thomas Martin*, Duncan McGrath, Timothy McKeag*, Esther McLaughlin, Donald McMahan, Theresa McNamara*, 
Matthew Meshulam*, Peter Meyer, Sarah Middeleer*, Douglas Miedtke*, Kimberly Milbrath, Kellymarie Minton, Jennifer 
Montminy, Douglys Moore*, Marti Mullen*, David Nedveck, Andy Nelson*, Molly Nelson*, Paul Nelson*, Anna Newton*, 
Michael O'Brien*, Raymond O'Bryan, Sarah Parker*, David Paulson, Ethan Perry*, Julie Peterson, Janet Petri*, Anne 
Phares*, Richard Pierce*, Susan Piontek, Plant Stock Photos*, Jim Platt*, Patience Popovich*, Mary Beth Pottratz*, 
Matthew Purvis, Linda Quammen*, Teri Radke, Gregory Rasmussen*, Scott Regenscheid, Michael Reichenbach, Juliana 
Robertson, Angela Robinson, Kristen Roers*, Jill Romans, Theresa Ronneng, Roger Rosvold*, Allison Routledge, Diane M 
Savino*, Mark Schermerhorn*, Merlin Schlichting*, Kenneth Schroeder, Kieran Schwartz*, Barbara Scott*, Laura Segala*, 
Brian Shapiro*, Sharon Shinomiya*, Katherine Sidles, Nancy Simpson, Alexia Smith, Benjamin Staehlin*, Josh Sulman, 
Rebecca Susag, Karen Suzukamo, Heidi Swanson, Levana Taylor, Laura Teele*, Megan Tenenbaum*, Elizabeth Therkils, 
Avis Thomas, Olivia Thorp, Cheryl Tigue, Terri Tilotta*, Paula Tompkins, Patricia Trnka*, Jennifer Turnquist*, Steven 
Ukasick*, Gregory Wachman*, Dan Walz, Mary Warner, Darwin Wassink*, Gregory K Watson*, Rachel Weber, Michelle 
Wegler*, Annaliese Werner*, Margaret West*, Brett Whaley*, Bonnie Williams*, Jim Wines*, Mary M Winnett*, Michael 
Worland, Joshua Yank*, Rachel Yoon, Joseph Zweber*, and 2 anonymous donors

$5+
Paul Abell*, Kathleen Allen, Jonathon Alsop, Christian Anderson*, Merrilee Batten, Lois Bjorlie*, Mary Boyd-Brent, Elizabeth Boyle*, Matthew Brooks, 
Scott Brown, William Brown*, Dolores Bumhoffer, Bradley Burquest*, Joshua Butcher, Patricia Butter*, Eileen Carruthers, Mary Christen Czech, Sara 
Citrowske, Timothy Clark, Danielle Cloutier, Heather M Collen, Daniella Collier, Katherine Cookas, Devin Corbin*, Debbie Covart, Jonathan Crawford, 
Frederick Crea*, Rachel Crownhart*, David Czoschke*, Andrea Debbink, Eva Deck*, Patrice Delaney, Designs By Nature- Upper Peninsula Native Plants 
LLC, Sara Deweerd, Mark Eanes, Karen Ellery, D Jason Emry, Richard G Fish*, Brigid Fitzgerald, Jan Fransen, Ann Frisch*, Jacob Fulton, Stanley Gagner, 
Kristen Gilje, David Gladis*, John Goolsby, Sherry Gray*, Wendy Guck, Shelley Hamel*, Joanne Hansen*, Marisa Harder-Chapman, Dorothy Heibel, John 
Hiebert*, Stephan Hoche*, Andrea Hokland, Rebecca Holte, Anne Holzinger, Catherine Homer*, Lyle Jokela, Andrea Kantola*, Heidi Kass, Cherie Kessler, 
Justin Kjorness, Catherine Klatt*, Erik Koehler, Jo Koenig*, Melinda Kohrt, Julie Kuehl, Jonathan Larson, Mark Larson*, Cindy Laun, Caroline Lemen, 
Jason Ley, Diana Lieffring*, Zo‰ Lindstrom*, Amanda Little, Amy Loiselle*, Gavin Long, James MacKinnon, Mark MacLennan, Jennifer Mann, Michael 
McCartney, Gwen McCausland, Brian McIntyre, Andrew McKibben*, John Meier, Patricia Metzger, Hideaki Moriyama, Jessica Munson*, Susan Nelson*, 
Timothy Newcomb*, Carson O'Doubhlain, Sharon Okada, Stephanie Olive, Joyce E Olson*, Ann ONeill, Alicia Osterman, Addison Owen, Christina Papp, 
Joseph Plantenberg*, Leslie Prahl*, Catherine Pretryman*, Alexander Price, Joe Prigelmeier*, Charlotte Quiggle*, Michael Rafferty, James Raich, Barbara 
Rainey, Robert Ratliff, Thomas Ray*, Gayle S Raymond*, Diana Robson*, Rock Prairie Gardens & Seed*, Linda Ruetz, Emily Russell, Allen Schnack, 
Nyla Schroeder, Forest Seaberg-Wood, Marcia Seelhoff*, Mariquita Sheehan*, Paul Sherman, Ross Shrago, Steve Simmer Photography*, Jacqueline Sloan, 
Karissa Smit*, Eben Spencer*, Dorr St Clair, Michael Stiefvater*, Helen Strand*, Stremple LLC, Jan Strommen*, Emi Stuemke, Berit Talan, Anneliese 
Tatham*, James Taylor, David Teigen, Freda Tepfer, Elizabeth Tiller*, Tin Can Valley Printing Co.*, Linda Tinsley*, Tricia K Designs, UK Online Giving 
Foundation, Catherine Vennewitz, Thomas Vicha*, Mary Villeneuve, Dee Voldal*, Daphne Walmer, Mark Weinberger*, Steven Weston*, Karen Williams*, 
Vickie Winslow*, Ann Wothe*, Brad Wozney*, Dianne Wylie*, Lori Zahorodny, Jasmine Zara Carter, and 16 anonymous donors
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